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                Free shipping. No risk in-home trial
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Fine, new naturally dyed rugs. Purchase online or at our San Francisco gallery.
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ORIENTAL RUGS
1-866-647-3965
or
803-802-3965
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What if everything is an illusion and nothing exists? In that case, I definitely overpaid for my carpet. -- Woody Allen
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Heard in the Bazaar


"Although there is much war in the world today due to differing cultures and ideas, textiles are something that all peoples have in common. In places as diverse as Turkey and China, Europe and America, Egypt and the Caucasus, people have been weaving textiles, using similar techniques, for thousands of years. This is a common heritage for all peoples; we cannot characterize what we have here as only 'Turkish culture'; it's not, it's an international culture, handed down to us by our grandparents and their grandparents before them. Carpets are a meeting point for all peoples of the world."

Mustafa Bulguroglu of Ankara's Galeri Afrodit, quoted by Helen Betts in Turkish Daily News, 2004

                                                               ***

"In trying to think and talk about carpets, I find myself constantly comparing them with music ... carpets made by the nomads and tribeswomen have the character of folk music ... the cottage-made carpet is like the performance of a solo entertainer with a repertoire of popular and traditional songs ... in contrast the workshop carpet, especially the court carpet,  resembles a concerto."

Jon Thompson, 'Oriental Carpets - from the tents, cottages, and workshops of Asia,' Dutton Studio Books, 1983

***

"Oriental carpets have been recognized as prestigious furnishing in the West since the Middle Ages. In many ways, they represent the epitome of Western concern with alien things – especially utilitarian alien things. Carpets entered the Western cultural arena as a rare item of interest and eventually became a commodity. But commoditization does not adequately explain their continuing success in the market or the special attention they receive from collectors."

Brian Spooner, ‘Weavers and Dealers: the authenticity of an oriental carpet.' From the book 'The Social Life of Things,' 1988
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Refreshments


Tea & Spicy Flatbread:

Black tea goes wonderfully with flatbread that is lightly spiced with ground cumin, paprika, and tumeric. This recipe comes from the Mediterranean coast of North Africa:

Combine 1 cup whole-wheat flour with a pinch of salt, 2/3 Tablespoon of olive oil, and ½ cup water. Mix to form a dough and knead for 15 minutes. Coat the dough in 2/3 Tablespoon more olive oil, and let rise for 1 hour in a covered bowel.

Separately, mix ½ teaspoon each of ground cumin, paprika, and tumeric into 1/8 cup olive oil.

Divide dough into four pieces. Roll each into a large flat wafer and brush the surface with the spiced oil.

With fingers, curl up each of the wafers tightly into a long tube and then, curl the tube into a spiral to resemble a cinnamon roll.

Roll each spiral into a large flat wafer again. Cook like a pancake for about 4 minutes, turning once, in a hot, ungreased frying pan. Serve immediately.







About us


	

Tea and Carpets


	Tea & Carpets is a non-commercial site for oriental carpet enthusiasts. To comment or contribute, please write: tea.carpets@yahoo.com


View my complete profile
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